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ICE BREAKER QUESTIONS 

1. Are you a morning person or a night 

person? Do you have a hard time waking 

up in the morning? 

 

 

 

 

2. How many people do you know who 

need glasses? 

 

 

 

 

  

3. What happens when you put on 

prescription glasses that aren’t made for 

you? 

 

 

 

TONIGHT’S STUDY 
 

• Mark 8:22-26 is the story of Jesus healing a 

blind man in stages. 

 

o At first, he sees nothing. 

 

o Then he sees stuff distorted. 

 

o Finally, he sees things clearly. 

 

• This story is a unique miracle that also acts 

as a parable—a spiritual lesson from the 

events of life. 

 

 

 

• It’s a story that makes us think about how 

well we see things spiritually. Do we have 

blinders on? 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

EXPERIMENT 

Items:  blindfold, mesh covering, goggles 

 

1. How good is vision with the blindfold? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How good is vision with the mesh 

covering? 

 

 

 

3. How good is vision with the goggles? 

 

Draft horses often have blinders (sometimes called “blinkers”) put on them to 

keep them from getting spooked when pulling carriages in public. 
 

It can be good for horses, but people usually should not use them.  
 

But most people have ______________ blinders on, even Christians sometimes. 

   
 

 



ANOTHER BLIND MAN HEALED:  
In some ways this healing story is 
like many others involving Jesus. 

 
 

• V. 22. In Bethsaida, a familiar place.  
o Bethsaida = “house of fish.”  
o Fishing village by the sea. 
o Andrew, Philip & Peter’s hometown. 
o Other miracles there, including feeding 

of 5000 nearby (Mk 6:33ff). 
 

 
 

 
From The ESV Study Bible 

 

• V. 22. Friends brought him. 
o Couldn’t get there on his own. 
o Be ready to bring people to Jesus. 
 

• V. 26. Jesus told him to stay quiet. 
o Surprises us because we want to tell 

people what Jesus has done for us. 
o At this time, Jesus needed a lower 

profile so he wouldn’t be mobbed. 
o Needed time with his disciples. 

A HEALING LIKE NO OTHER: 

There were unique things about this 
healing that taught a lesson. 

 
• This healing story is only found in Mark. 

o Doesn’t mean others forgot it. 
o Might have felt it’d be misread. 
o Mk uses it to illustrate a spiritual pt. 
 

• 1st story in Mk of the blind being healed. 
o Jesus had healed many blind people. 
o But Mark intentionally has not told 

any of those stories until now. 
o He wants this story to pack a punch. 
  

• Jesus uses spittle mixed with clay to 
create a poultice for the man’s eyes. 
o For a blind man, touch was 

everything. 
o The gospels record 3 times where 

Jesus did this (cf. Mk 7:33; Jn 9:6). 
 

• Only time Jesus heals anyone in stages, 
& the only time he asks a followup. 
o Jesus deliberately did it this way. 
o This part is the most important. 
o He wants his disciples to think about 

how well they see things spiritually. 
 

 

THE PARABLE OF THE MIRACLE: 

This healing miracle was a kind of 
living parable about spiritual sight. 

 

• In the story beforehand, Jesus asks his 
disciples why they don’t understand. 

• Mk 8:21, “Do you not yet understand?” 

• In v. 15, Jesus told them to “beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees.” 
o They thought he was talking about 

them miracle of the bread. 
o How could they miss the point? 

 

• The disciples had better spiritual vision 
than the Pharisees. 
o They were totally blind spiritually. 
o Mk 8:11-12, they demanded a sign 

even though many had been done. 
o But the disciples still didn’t see as 

well as they needed to. 
 

 

IMPROVING OUR VISION: 

Jesus restores our vision at salvation 
& improves it as we walk with him. 

 

• When we are saved, our spiritual eyes 
are opened. 
o Acts 26:18 
o 2 Corinthians 4:4, 6 
o “I once was blind but now I see.” 
 

• As we grow in the Lord, our spiritual 
vision needs to keep improving.  
o Ephesians 1:18-21. 
o Psalm 19:8b 
 

• We need to be aware of spiritual blind 
spots—sins and failures we’re not even 
aware of.  Psalm 19:12b 

 

 


